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FRAMINGHAM SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

                 Desmarais Room, King Building                              April 2, 2013 

 
Present   
David F. Miles, Chair 
Beverly Hugo, Vice Chair 
Carol Phalen, Clerk 
Adam Blumer 
Michael J. Bower 
Heather Connolly 
Andy Limeri 
 
Also Present 
Dr. Stacy Scott, Superintendent 
Dr. Ed Gotgart, Director of Business Administration  
Scott O’Connell, Reporter, MetroWest Daily News 
Susan Petroni, Editor, Framingham Patch 
Ann Greenberg, Administrative Assistant 
 
Absent 
None 
 
AGENDA 
I.         Meeting with the Public 
II. Public Hearing on FY14 Budget  

A. Superintendent’s Presentation 
B. Discussion – Public Participation 

III. Adjournment 
 

ACTION 
At 7:35 p.m., Chair David Miles convened the School Committee with all members 
present in the Desmarais Room of the King Building. Mr. Miles announced that the 
meeting would be recorded and broadcast live with assistance provided by the School 
Committee’s FHS-TV Producers.  He noted that the purpose of tonight’s meeting was a 
Public Hearing on the FY14 Budget; however, a Meeting with the Public is scheduled 
during the first fifteen minutes of the meeting. 
 

I.        SUPERINTENDENT’S STATEMENT 
Dr. Scott made a brief statement with respect the issue of sexual assaults at the high 
school.  Dr. Scott noted that there is lots of information and some misinformation out 
there.  He added that discussion would continue within the district regarding a district 
response to the issue. Dr. Scott said staff are reviewing current district procedures as 
well as district policies, student handbooks, the Title IX federal policies, and a 2011 
OCR letter. The district is reaching out to students and staff to ensure that the lines of 
communication are open.  Dr. Scott noted that an agenda item would be scheduled at 
subsequent meeting. 
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I.      MEETING WITH THE PUBLIC 
Chair David Miles noted that the first 15 minutes of every regularly scheduled School 
Committee meeting are reserved for members of the public who want to comment on a 
topic within the School Committee’s purview.  Mr. Miles noted that comments are 
limited to three minutes, and no personal attacks are permitted. 
 
Corinne Tosti, a Framingham parent, said the district must fix what’s going on and 
address it appropriately, whether it’s bullying or sexual assault, to ensure that it’s a safe 
place for students. She said the district must have firm algorithms on how to deal with 
an emergency. 
 
Sheree King, a Framingham High School parent, said she had some concerns about 
what is going on at the high school lately.  Ms. King said the teachers’ protests and 
work to rule by teachers had an impact on students at Framingham High school, and 
now what has happened with a male athlete and two female students has made a 
larger impact on the entire school.  She asked the School Committee to ensure that this 
never happens again, and that these types of situations are dealt with in a serious and 
transparent manner. 
 
Mike Falone, who said he is president of a junior firefighting group, said the sexual 
assault cover-up shows a lack of integrity by the Administration and it’s a sign of 
disrespect to the students and parents at FHS, especially the women who were 
attacked.  Mr. Falone asked why the student was allowed to not pay the punishment.    
 
Naomi Zoller, a student, said sexual assault should not be made light of.  Ms. Zoller 
said she is at a loss as to who she can trust. She said FHS students cannot grow up to 
learn that authority cannot be trusted. 
 
Casey Diana, said as an athlete she has been taught to respect and uphold the rules in 
games and in life as well.  Ms. Diana said the events that occurred at FHS do not 
uphold the values in the FHS Athletic Department’s mission statement, which are 
honesty, integrity and respect.  Ms. Diana said athletes are not above the law, and the 
fact that this student played sports this year says differently.  Ms. Diana said FHS 
needs change.   
 
Peter Tosti, a Framingham High School student, said he is discontent and upset.  With 
respect to alleged sexual assaults at Framingham High School, Mr. Tosti said the FHS 
Administration’s response was abominable.  He said deliberate indifference was the 
policy instead. Mr. Tosti said the initial assault was unacceptable, but the second 
assault resulting in a five-day suspension was unacceptable.  Mr. Tosti said the 
Administration should be held accountable for the situation. Mr. Tosti said students 
cannot accept further inaction. 
 
Alyssa Almeida, a Framingham High School senior, said there is a lot of controversy at 
Framingham High concerning the sexual assault of two girls and the inadequate 
response of the Administration. Ms. Almeida said the magnitude of the response was 
inadequate to the magnitude of the issue.  Ms. Almeida said she and other concerned 
students demonstrated in front of the school last Wednesday to address the hypocrisy 
of the Administration at Framingham High and to change the culture at large.  Ms. 
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Almeida said there should be an educational curriculum to teach incoming students and 
FHS faculty how to identify sexual assaults; consequences for perpetrators; and the 
rights of victims.  She said students would like to work cooperatively with Administration 
on the issue in the future. 
 
Robert Bolles, Precinct 6, Town Meeting Member, said the School Department budget 
requests are too much too soon.  Mr. Bolles said his taxes are going up, and he 
planned to speak about it again at Town Meeting.   
 
Linda Dunbrack, a Framingham High School parent, said she is concerned about the 
sexual harassment issues at Framingham High School. Ms. Dunbrack said the district 
needs a sexual assault policy in addition to its sexual harassment policy.  Ms. Dunbrack 
provided statistics on sexual harassment and sexual assault in schools.  She asked the 
School Committee to consider adopting a National Sexual Violence Resource Center 
proclamation to support Sexual Assault Awareness Month.   Ms. Dunbrack read the 
proclamation which had been adapted to refer to the Town of Framingham, the 
Framingham School Committee and the Framingham Public Schools.  
 
Teresa Carney, Principal, Walsh Middle School, said she spoke as an Administrator in 
the district and a colleague of the FHS Principal, because she was compelled to speak 
to his character and the situation.  Ms. Carney noted that the case and details are 
confidential, and for the sake of all the students and families involved this should be 
respected.  Ms. Carney pointed out that details about the case had been published on 
Facebook and in the paper, and this is troubling. Ms. Carney said the community should 
not finger-point blame, when all the details are not public. Ms. Carney said the FHS 
Principal is an amazing administrator, who is transparent, professional, and a man of 
integrity, who cares for all his students.  She asked the district and the community to 
focus on constructive conversations to improve the Framingham Public Schools. 
 
Kim Comatas, a parent, said in light of claims of sexual assault at the Framingham High 
School, the Framingham Public Schools should have policies that include zero 
tolerance sexual assault and sexual exploitation, with specific disciplinary proscriptions 
for infractions.  Ms. Comatas said Framingham should adopt a sexual assault/sexual 
exploitation policy in addition to its sexual harassment policy. Ms. Comatas said the 
‘white ribbon’ Sexual Assault & Violence against Women assembly at Framingham High 
School last week should have been mandatory for everyone. 
 
Dr. Scott thanked the students and parents for their participation. 
 
Mr. Bower said he would like to move to accept the proclamation as presented by Ms. 
Dunbrack to send the message that the School Committee wants to further this 
conversation.  Mr. Bower said he was proud that the students took the lead in tonight’s 
conversation.   
Mr. Blumer seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Miles noted that no vote is scheduled on this item, and that the members might 
want to review a copy of the proclamation. 
 
Mr. Blumer said he would like to review the resolution and take a vote.  Mr. Blumer said 
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the Meeting with the Public is an opportunity for the public to speak to the School 
Committee, and an opportunity for the School Committee to listen rather than speak.  
Mr. Blumer noted that the reasons for expulsion of students are defined by 
Massachusetts General Law.  
 
Sheree King said the School Committee should listen to parent and student input on 
policies needs.   
 
Mr. Limeri noted that the Policy Subcommittee meetings are open to the public, and the 
School Committee welcomes parent and student input via e-mail on any topics. 
 
Ms. Hugo said she supported the spirit of the proclamation, but she had not yet read it. 
Ms. Hugo said she was saddened and shocked to hear of incidents at Framingham 
High. She said the culture in schools must change through a team effort. Ms. Hugo said 
she was sorry that the incidents had taken place, and as a School Committee member 
she would do all in her power to make sure such incidents did not happen again. 
 
At 8:15 p.m. the Chair declared a recess so that the School Committee could review the 
text of the proclamation.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:25 p.m. 
 
After discussion, the School Committee voted to support the adapted proclamation, as 
presented, as follows:   
 

MOTION:  Moved by Mr. Bower, seconded by Mr. Blumer, that the School 
Committee support the National Sexual Violence Resource Center’s 
proclamation, as amended, on Sexual Assault Awareness Month  (April 2013): 

 
Whereas, Sexual Assault Awareness Month is intended to draw 

attention to the fact that sexual violence is widespread and impacts 

every community member of the Town of Framingham; and  

 

Whereas, rape, sexual assault, and sexual harassment impact our 

community as seen by statistics indicating that one in five women 

and one in 71 men will be raped at some point in their lives; and 

 

Whereas, child sexual abuse prevention must be a priority to 

confront the reality that one in six boys and one in four girls will 

experience a sexual assault before the age of 18;  and 

 

Whereas, we must work together to educate our community about 

sexual violence prevention, supporting survivors, and speaking out 

against harmful attitudes and actions; and  

 

Whereas, with leadership, dedication, and encouragement, there is 

evidence that we can be successful in preventing sexual violence in 

the Town of Framingham through increased education, awareness, 

and community involvement; and 
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Whereas, the Framingham School Committee strongly supports the 

efforts of national, state, and local partners, and of every citizen, to 

actively engage in public and private efforts to prevent sexual 

violence.  It’s time for all of us to start conversations, take 

appropriate action and support one another to create a safer 

environment for all. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  

That the Framingham School Committee joins advocates and communities 

across the country in playing an active role to prevent sexual violence.  

Along with the United States government and the State of Massachusetts, 

we do hereby proclaim April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in the 

Framingham Public Schools. 

 

Vote in favor was 7-0, with Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. Connolly, Ms. Hugo, 

Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and Ms. Phalen in favor. 
  
II. PUBLIC HEARING ON FY14 BUDGET 
A.       FY14 Budget 
At 8:31 p.m., Mr. Miles opened the public hearing on the FY14 Budget.  Mr. Miles noted 
that Dr. Scott would make the FY14 Budget presentation.  Dr. Scott noted that School 
Department’s FY14 Budget request is $102,115,427, a 4.67% increase over the FY13 
Budget, including a 3.44% increase to maintain level services and an additional $1.2 
million for rebuilding, a 1.23% increase. Dr. Scott noted that level service means that all 
district services provided in the 2012/2013 school year will be carried forward to 
SY2013/2014.  Dr. Scott noted that the Town’s overall growth is the equivalent of 
3.44%; however the CFO and the Town Manager are in agreement with the School 
Department to provide an additional $1.2 million from state funds to the Framingham 
Public Schools. These additional funds are anticipated as part of additional Chapter 70 
funding, which the district is hopeful will be forthcoming from the State House this year. 
Dr. Scott compared the district’s FY13 to FY14 salaries, additional salaries and 
expenses.  He reviewed FY14 Staffing requests identified in four categories as Level 1, 
Level 2, Level 3 or Level 4. Dr. Scott noted that the district’s Level 1 staffing requests 
are critical to the district’s obligations to address enrollment/class sizes issues, 
compliance issues and the district’s Level III issues in the schools.  Level 2 staffing 
needs are important because, if filled, they would help the district manage strategic 
initiatives to move the district’s Level III schools to Level II status.  Level 3 and Level 4 
priorities include staffing needs for coaches, interventionists to improve the quality of 
instruction; resources for special education, curriculum coordinators, technology 
development and project management and other district needs. 
 
B.   Discussion 
Chair David Miles noted that the School Committee had received the presentation at a 
recent meeting.  Mr. Blumer asked which Level 1 priorities would help with class size 
issues.  Dr. Scott noted that each Level1 priority is identified by district issues of 
concern including Level III schools; class size; enrollment; rebuilding; compliance; 
supervision and evaluation; professional development; curriculum and instruction; 
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leadership and technology. Priorities related to class size include world language 
staffing needs at Walsh, Cameron, Brophy, Potter Road, and increased enrollment of 
the SAGE program at Fuller.   
 
Mr. Limeri noted that steps and lanes are built into the increase.  Mr. Limeri asked 
whether the district was increasing its technology expense budget by $125K per year 
over four years, so that when the four-year capital funding of $500K per year ends, the 
district could fund technology through its operating budget at that same level going 
forward.  Dr. Gotgart said $125K was included in the FY14 budget proposal, but the 
district had some catch-up to do as the funding was not at the $125K level in FY13.   
 
Ms. Hugo asked why a K-8 Science Coordinator was listed as a Level 2 priority rather 
than Level 1 because students will be tested in MCAS Science test in Grade 5 and 
Grade 8 next year.  Dr. Scott noted that Level 1 priorities are staffing needs that the 
district could not do without, but he understood that curriculum reform needs are 
extremely important, and that STEM programming needs are critical.  Dr. Scott said he 
hoped that the district will have resources to address some of the Level 2 needs. 
 
The Chair asked whether there were any comments from the public. 
 
Kim Comatas asked why literacy and math coaches were listed as Level 2 priorities 
rather than Level 1 given the district’s current MCAS scores.  Dr. Scott said the district 
has a strong need for additional coaching and interventionist positions, and these 
positions are listed at the top of Level 2 priorities. Level 1 staffing priorities are essential 
staff positions to address significant equity concerns and critical class size issues. 
   
Mr. Bolles said that the FY14 Budget process is understandable and much improved 
over past years. 
 
Mr. Miles noted that the School Committee would plan to vote the FY14 Budget at its 
next meeting on Monday, April 8, 2013. 
 
III. ADJOURNMENT 
The Chair asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 

MOTION:  Moved by Mr. Blumer, seconded by Mr. Bower, that the School 
Committee adjourn.  Vote in favor was 7-0, with Mr. Blumer, Mr. Bower, Ms. 
Connolly, Ms. Hugo, Mr. Limeri, Mr. Miles and Ms. Phalen in favor.  
 

 
The meeting ended at 9:16 p.m. 
These minutes were approved by the Framingham School Committee at the meeting of May 6, 2013. 
 
Meeting Documents 
FY14 Staffing Request/Priority Order dated 4/2/13 
FY14 School Department Budget Narrative Revision Dated 4/2/13 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month Proclamation as Adapted  
FY14 Budget – Summary 
FY13- FY14 Budget Comparison dated 4/2/13 


